
	
	

An Update from Brendon, End of Week SIX! 
Friday, April 24, 2020 

Dear Emmanuel Family, 
 
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Romans 
8:18, NIV. 
 
I recently found myself thinking about this verse in light of Easter and of our current 
circumstances. These words from our ancient brother, Paul, are full of hope and encouragement, 
but they are also sober and bracing.  They invite us to look squarely at the reality facing us – 
whatever suffering we are experiencing – and to say, “Do your worst, there is glory ahead for 
me!”  
 
Now, Paul could only say that because of the resurrection.  Because Jesus is Risen we have the 
assurance that God is at work in our world, redeeming and renewing all things, and that he will 
redeem and transform all of our suffering (if not in this life, then in the life to come).  And he will 
even use our suffering to transform us, to bring to light the glory that he has planted deep in us.  
That was the path that Jesus walked and that is the path he invites each of us to walk – through 
suffering to glory! 
 
By this time, I suspect that most of us have adjusted to the reality of physical distancing and 
restrictions on social gatherings, working and studying at home (though some of you are still 
having to go back and forth to work outside of your homes).  Some of you have shared with me 
how positive this has been for you and your family, while others have expressed how challenging 
it has been.  Some of us have found the whole experience a minor inconvenience, while others 
have been overwhelmed with anxiety and fear.   
 
To the degree that we are able to engage with and reflect on our experiences, I want to 
encourage us to consider these questions: “How will this whole experience reveal the 
glory that God is wanting to bring out of me?  How might God be using this season 
to transform me?”   
 
As I listened to the Premier yesterday and read the “Plan to Re-open Saskatchewan”, I was 
struck by the fact that there are no projected time lines for when we will be able to gather 
together again as a church family. Like other large public gatherings, that is still to be 
determined. 
 
Given that reality, how will we continue to invest in our walk with God so he can continue his 
work in us?  How will we continue to nurture his life in us so we can keep moving through 
suffering to glory?   
 
I thought I would share with you three resources that have encouraged and challenged me 
recently. 
 
1. Lectio365 - https://www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional - A daily resource to help us pray 
the Bible every day. 



 
2. A reflection on “Where is God in a Coronavirus world?” by John Lennox, a British scholar - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvLfuMlAi18 
 
3. An amusing and thought-provoking piece by Debra Rienstra, an American author, called 
Conference of the Creatures: https://blog.reformedjournal.com/2020/04/18/conference-of-
the-creatures/ 
 
“How will this whole experience reveal the glory that God is wanting to bring out 
of me?  How might God be using this season to transform me?”   
 
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Romans 
8:18, NIV. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Brendon 
 


